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himself and to third-party vendors for 
goods he received. He also used the 
company’s American Express account. 
Brush stole at least $325,750 from the 
business.

Brush failed to report the money as 
income, underpaying his taxes by 
$104,474 for the years 2004 to 2006.

deductions over the three-year period 
that he knew were inflated in order to 
fraudulently lower his tax obligations.

In a letter to friends, colleagues and cli-
ents, Jacobs complained about his treat-
ment by the IRS.

“In over 43 years of representing hun-
dreds of corporations, executives and 
professional people in government 
investigations and prosecutions,” he 
wrote, “I have never observed the ag-
gressive level of cynicism and animosi-
ty I have experienced in this encounter.”

A prominent Cleveland lawyer pleaded 
guilty to a federal tax charge after being 
indicted for filing false personal income 
tax returns for the years 2004 to 2007.

Leslie W. Jacobs, 66, of Gates Mills, 
Ohio, filed joint income tax returns on 
which he inflated his law firm’s business 
expenses to understate his partnership 
income by about $252,257.

For example, according to the criminal 
information filed against him, Jacobs 
reported $117,231.91 in 2006 business 
expenses when his expenses were in fact 
only $52,750.28.

Jacobs prepared his tax returns without 
a professional tax preparer. According 
to the information, he claimed business 
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CONN. MAN 
DECLARED 
HIMSELF a 
TRUST TO 
EVADE TAX
A Connecticut man used a scheme in 
which he declared himself a trust to at-
tempt to evade paying $320,000 in in-
come taxes.

Richard J. Dunseith, 56, of Newtown, 
Conn., pleaded guilty to one count of 
filing a false tax return. According to 
court records, Dunseith failed to file an 
IRS Form 1040 for the years 2004, 2005 
and 2006. 

Dunseith instead declared himself a 
trust and reduced his taxable income to 
zero by charging a fee to the trust equal 
to his total income – a violation of the 
law. He also withdrew $161,000 from 
his retirement account and failed to pay 
early withdrawal penalties.

Dunseith so far has paid approximately 
$580,000 in back taxes, interest and 
penalties to the government.

Taxing Times

ARE YOUR TAX PROBLEMS 
KEEPING YOU AWAKE AT NIGHT?

Let’s put them to rest.

For a free consultation, call 813.868.3015

top OHIO attorney 
GUILTY OF INFLATing  
EXPENSES TO AVOID TAX
He described the IRS’s investigation of his tax 
filings as cynical, aggressive and acrimonious.
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Doctor and 
Husband 
Guilty of 
INCOME Tax 
Evasion
Rheumatologist and husband 
characterized income as 
loans and try to deceive IRS.

A doctor and her husband in Mont-
gomery, Ala., are guilty of tax evasion 
for the years 2004 to 2007. Donna 
Paul, a board-certified rheumatolo-
gist, pleaded guilty to one count of tax 
evasion and one count of filing a false 
federal income tax return. Her hus-
band, William Paul, was convicted at 
trial on four counts of tax evasion.

According to evidence, Donna and 
William Paul owned and operated 
a medical practice in Montgomery. 
They attempted to evade income tax-
es by falsely characterizing income 
as loans, by making false statements 
to IRS employees and by deliberately 
causing nonprofit organizations not to 
file tax returns. 

Donna Paul faces up to eight years in 
prison and a fine of up to $500,000. 
William Paul faces up to 21 years in 
prison and a fine of up to $1.1 million.

About the
Offer in 

Compromise

Did you know it’s possible to settle your 
debt with the Internal Revenue Service 

for less than the IRS says you owe? 

If you owe a substantial amount in back taxes to the government, you may 
be eligible to participate in the Offer in Compromise program. This program 

allows you to make an offer to the IRS that could settle your tax debt for 
significantly less than you owe. 

Call to learn more about this program.
813.868.3015

About the
installment 
agreEment

Are you earning a good living but just 
unable to pay your back taxes? 

The Installment Agreement
may be the option.

The Installment Agreement allows taxpayers to pay their tax debt over time 
by making manageable payments. The Installment Agreement can put you 

back in control of your financial future. 

Call to learn more about this program.
813.868.3015
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